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Significant Legislation & Status of Legislation of Interest 
LR 146: Interim study to examine the issue of creating a voluntary registry for interior designers http://uniweb.legislature.ne.gov/FloorDocs/Current/PDF/Intro/LR146.pdf

Passed and Signed by the Governor: 

LB 255 Addresses two issues important to Nebraska employers: payment of employee fringe benefits, including sick leave, and payment of employee commissions. LB 255 states that “paid leave, other than earned but unused vacation leave, provided as a fringe benefit by the employer shall not be included in the wages due and payable at the time of separation … unless the employer and the employee or the employer and the collective bargaining representative have specifically agreed otherwise.” 

LB 320 Appropriates funds for reaffirmed and new capitol construction. 

LB 367 Tax cut package advances in Nebraska Legislature After breaking a filibuster, Nebraska lawmakers voted 44-3 to advance a two-year, $420 million state tax cut to the final stage of debate. If the bill is passed and signed into law, the tax credit will appear on a line on property tax bills in 2008 and 2009. It would amount to the state paying about 8 cents on every $100 value on behalf of all property owners. The bill also would repeal the estate tax, eliminate the "marriage penalty" on income taxes, increase an income tax credit for the working poor, and repeal the remaining sales tax on remodeling construction labor. Resulting in a 9 million savings to Nebraska taxpayers. (Effective October 1) 

Also included is a new sales tax exemption for community-based wind energy projects is granted, the current tax credit for renewable energy projects increased (similar to Senator Preister's LB 648) and an existing one megawatt capacity requirement eliminated in order to make the credit available for more projects, worth about $100,000 a year. 
Note from NE Dept of Revenue: All contractor labor will once again be exempt from sales and use tax. Contractor labor which is currently being taxed remains taxable, however, until the October 1, 2007 effective date of LB 367.

The basic rules governing the collection and remittance of sales tax by contractors which are set forth in Revenue Ruling 1-06-02 may also be used for the upcoming October 1, 2007 change.  Specifically, contractors collecting and reporting tax when the amount is billed must use the law in effect on the billing date to determine the taxation of their contractor labor charges. Contractors collecting and reporting tax when payment is received must use the law in effect on the date the payment is received to determine the taxation of their contractor labor charges.

Contractors maintaining their regular books and records on the cash basis of accounting will continue to remit tax as payments are received. Cash basis contractors must use the law in effect on the date payment is received to determine the taxation of their contractor labor charges.Questions regarding the change may be directed to the Department at 1-800-742-7474 toll free in Nebraska 

LB 629 Wind energy - Creates new economic development opportunities through rural community - based energy development known as C-BED. 
Report period: 01-02-2007 to 06-01-2007 

LR 2 CA 

Constitutional amendment changing provisions related to substandard and blighted property 

Introduced by: Rogert

Committee: Urban Affairs Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Rogert unanimous consent to bracket until 1/9/2008. No objections

Date: 05/16/2007 

LR 5 CA 

Constitutional amendment to authorize use of revenue bonds to develop property for use by nonprofit enterprises 

Introduced by: Friend

Committee: Urban Affairs Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Placed on General File

Date: 02/20/2007 

LB 9 

Provide an income tax credit for energy conservation and renewable energy generation 

Introduced by: Preister

Committee: Revenue Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Notice of hearing (1/19) 

Date: 01/12/2007 

LR 13 

Provide the Legislature encourages public fire departments to implement national fire safety guidelines 

Introduced by: White

Committee: Reference Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: President signed

Date: 05/30/2007 

LB 133 

Provide for the transfer of development rights as prescribed 

Introduced by: Schimek

Committee: Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Notice of hearing (2/8) 

Date: 01/31/2007 

LB 135 

Provide for confidentiality of certain public entity records 

Introduced by: Fulton

Committee: Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Indefinitely postponed

Date: 03/12/2007 

LB 204 

Change provisions relating to the Contractor Registration Act 

Introduced by: Synowiecki

Committee: Business and Labor Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Synowiecki AM845 printed

Date: 03/29/2007 

LB 208 

Change bond requirements for certain public building projects 

Introduced by: Aguilar

Committee: Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Approved by Governor (5/16)

Date: 05/16/2007 

LB 249 

Change Cash Reserve Fund provisions 

Introduced by: Heidemann

Committee: Appropriations Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Notice of hearing (2/20) 

Date: 02/07/2007 

LB 302 

Change provisions relating to buildings, structures, and outdoor advertising signs, displays, and devices 

Introduced by: Friend

Committee: Urban Affairs Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Notice of hearing (2/6) 

Date: 01/29/2007 

LB 320 

Appropriate funds for capital construction 

Introduced by: Speaker Flood

Committee: Appropriations Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Approved by Governor (5/21)

Date: 05/21/2007 

LB 331 

Eliminate the estate tax and sales tax on construction services and change income tax calculations 

Introduced by: Janssen

Committee: Revenue Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Indefinitely postponed

Date: 04/24/2007 

LB 340 

Authorize a local option income tax for school capital construction purposes 

Introduced by: Wightman

Committee: Revenue Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Indefinitely postponed

Date: 03/01/2007 

LB 361 

Prohibit public funds' use for dues or membership fees as prescribed 

Introduced by: Raikes

Committee: Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Notice of hearing (1/31) 

Date: 01/24/2007 

LB 366 

Provide state funding for community colleges, change valuation of agricultural land, and create a homestead exemption 

Introduced by: Janssen

Committee: Revenue Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Indefinitely postponed

Date: 04/24/2007 

LB 367 

Change and eliminate estate tax, property tax, sales and use tax, and income tax provisions 

Introduced by: Janssen

Committee: Revenue Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Approved by Governor (5/18)

Date: 05/18/2007 

LB 378 

Change the Small Employer Health Insurance Availability Act 

Introduced by: Pahls

Committee: Banking, Commerce and Insurance Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Notice of hearing (2/13) 

Date: 02/02/2007 

LB 387 

Require separate plumbing and water metering for new construction as prescribed 

Introduced by: Langemeier

Committee: Urban Affairs Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Notice of hearing (2/27) 

Date: 01/29/2007 

LB 391 

Change provisions relating to public records and meetings 

Introduced by: Mines

Committee: Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Placed on General File - Com AM678

Date: 03/13/2007 

LB 396 

Increase the range of fees imposed by the State Board of Landscape Architects 

Introduced by: Johnson

Committee: Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Approved by Governor (5/16)

Date: 05/16/2007 

LB 412 

Provide duties for the Nebraska Power Review Board relating to renewable energy 

Introduced by: McGill

Committee: Natural Resources Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Indefinitely postponed

Date: 03/15/2007 

LB 420 

Change cigarette tax distribution and create funds 

Introduced by: Erdman

Committee: Appropriations Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Placed on General File - Com AM890

Date: 04/02/2007 

LB 435 

Provide for a study relating to the Nebraska State Fairgrounds 

Introduced by: Raikes

Committee: Agriculture Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Approved by Governor (5/16)

Date: 05/16/2007 

LB 531 

Provide tax credits for employers providing health insurance 

Introduced by: Nantkes

Committee: Revenue Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Indefinitely postponed

Date: 05/23/2007 

LB 562 

Change provisions relating to the Community Development Law 

Introduced by: Adams

Committee: Urban Affairs Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Approved by Governor (4/25)

Date: 04/25/2007 

LB 565 

Adopt the Entertainment and Tourism Development Act 

Introduced by: Avery

Committee: Revenue Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Indefinitely postponed

Date: 05/23/2007 

LB 566 

Adopt the Public Recreational Liability Act 

Introduced by: Louden

Committee: Judiciary Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Notice of hearing (2/14) 

Date: 01/31/2007 

LB 574 

Appropriate funds for capitol parking 

Introduced by: Kruse

Committee: Appropriations Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Notice of hearing (3/14) 

Date: 02/14/2007 

LB 579 

Allow alternative energy production through customer-generators 

Introduced by: Louden

Committee: Natural Resources Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Natural Resources Committee priority bill

Date: 03/06/2007 

LB 581 

Adopt the Energy Conservation and Self-Reliance Act 

Introduced by: Preister

Committee: Natural Resources Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Notice of hearing (2/1) 

Date: 01/24/2007 

LB 648 

Provide tax credits relating to wind energy projects 

Introduced by: Preister

Committee: Revenue Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Indefinitely postponed

Date: 04/24/2007 

LB 652 

Require the state and political subdivisions to do energy audits 

Introduced by: White

Committee: Natural Resources Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Notice of hearing (2/7) 

Date: 01/29/2007 

LB 672 

Change eminent domain provisions relating to municipal utilities 

Introduced by: Lathrop

Committee: Judiciary Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Placed on General File - Com AM451

Date: 03/13/2007 

LB 694 

Authorize planning for a parking facility near the capitol 

Introduced by: Christensen

Committee: Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Notice of hearing (3/14) (reschedule)

Date: 03/06/2007 

LB 697 

Adopt the Entertainment and Tourism Development Act 

Introduced by: Nelson

Committee: Revenue Committee

Bill Actions (Status) 

Action: Indefinitely postponed

Date: 03/27/2007 

